translated by Janet Ellingham ppxvi+566 illustrated DM 55.-Leipzig: VEB Edition 1962 This is an introductory textbook of surgery by a group of East German professors dealing with general principles. In addition to the more usual subjects such as wounds, infections and tumours, there are large sections on anesthesia, diagnostic and therapeutic radiology, bacteriology and chemotherapy. However, problems tend to be dealt with on an elementary level, and much of the information would not be acceptable in British surgical teaching. A few examples might be given. On the treatment of thrombophlebitis: 'in addition to moist dressings to soothe the tense feeling, the placing of leeches along the affected vein is recommended.' The dose of heparin is given as 60,000 to 80,000 i.u. intravenously daily, and it is stated that 'There is no risk of dangerous overdosage.' Some of the figures in relation to potassium depletion are erroneous. In view of the rather superficial and inaccurate information contained in this book it is unlikely that it will find a place in British schools.
Book reviews
Fundamentals of Surgery by Prof Dr Walter Schmitt translated by Janet Ellingham ppxvi+566 illustrated DM 55.-Leipzig: VEB Edition 1962 This is an introductory textbook of surgery by a group of East German professors dealing with general principles. In addition to the more usual subjects such as wounds, infections and tumours, there are large sections on anesthesia, diagnostic and therapeutic radiology, bacteriology and chemotherapy. However, problems tend to be dealt with on an elementary level, and much of the information would not be acceptable in British surgical teaching. A few examples might be given. On the treatment of thrombophlebitis: 'in addition to moist dressings to soothe the tense feeling, the placing of leeches along the affected vein is recommended.' The dose of heparin is given as 60,000 to 80,000 i.u. intravenously daily, and it is stated that 'There is no risk of dangerous overdosage.' Some of the figures in relation to potassium depletion are erroneous. In view of the rather superficial and inaccurate information contained in this book it is unlikely that it will find a place in British schools.
Glucagon: Chemistry and Function in Health and Disease by Piero P Foa MD PhD and Giorgio Galansino MD American Lecture Series No. 493 p xii+ 126 illustrated $6.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1962 A slight aura of mystery still surrounds the hormone glucagon. This substance, first discovered as a contaminant of insulin, has had to struggle hard for its place in endocrinology. Its status as a hormone has until recently been disputed, and not much is known with real certainty about its function in health or disease. Most of what is known to date seems to have been collected together in this excellent monograph in the American Lecture Series, written by Professor Foa and Dr Galansino. The first chapters deal with its isolation and protein chemistry. These are followed by accounts of its assay (with welcome references to the newer immunological techniques) and descriptions of what is known about its secretion.
The latter part of the book is devoted to the physiology and biochemistry of glucagon. There is an elegantly simple description ofhow it appears to function by activating liver phosphorylase. It is also good to see that recent important work on the effects of glucagon on carbohydrate metabolism in the perfused heart gets a mention. The last chapter deals with the clinical significance of glucagon, and the rather difficult field of its relationship to various hypoglycwemic syndromes and the glycogen storage diseases. This is an excellent little'book and with its extremely comprehensive bibliography it ought to be in the hands of everyone who is seriously concerned with the endocrine functions of the pancreas.
Surgery of the Vertical Muscles of the Eye by Walter H Fink MD DMS oph FACS 2nd ed pp xvii +445 illustrated $18.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1962 This is the second edition of a book which is already recogpized as authoritative. The first part, comprising 146 pages, is devoted to a well illustrated description of the embryology and anatomy of the vertical muscles, due attention being paid to the importance of their fascial membranes and to the variations which occur in the mode of insertion of the oblique muscles.
The' second part, consisting of 291 pages, is entitled 'Management of Vertical Muscle Defect' but it includes 183 pages devoted to such subjects as the history of surgery of the vertical muscles, the frequency of vertical muscle defects, their etiology, physiology and diagnosisall of great importance, but hardly to be expected in a section on 'management'. However, this does not detract from the value of the book and the section which deals with surgical treatment is good and well illustrated by diagrammatic drawings.
In the description of the 'A and V' syndrome it would have been helpful to have some indication of how much difference between the measurement of the deviation in upward and downward gaze must exist for a case to qualify for this diagnosis. The reviewer would also like to have found some guidance on the treatment of cyclotropia, such as may occur in cases of bilateral superi6r oblique palsy. There is a lot to be said for the author's insistence on the use of the terms 'under action' and 'over action' of a muscle, rather than paresis, for the cause of defective action of an extrinsic muscle must not be assumed to be due to a defect of the muscle itself nor of its nerve supply. It is a pity, too, that the author does not use the Hess screen test (so commonly used in this country) for it gives such a graphic picture of the ocular muscle balance of the two eyes. This is certainly a book which all ophthalmic surgeons interested in the subject of strabismus should possess.
